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R £ t > : i V E D AND F I L E D 
> • • C L F R K ' S O F F I C E 

U.S . DISTRICT C O U R T 

IN T H E U N I T E D S T A T E S D I S T R I C T C O U R T 
F O R T H E D I S T R I C T O F P U E R T O R I C O 20I2HAR22 PH & 27 

U N I T E D S T A T E S O F A M E R I C A 
Plaintiff, 

[I] R A F A E L J O A Q U I N B E L T R E B E L T R E , 
a,k.a. Joaquin, Rafael Berte, Rafael Betre, 

[2] W I L F R E D O B L A N C O DIAZ, 
a,k.a. Willi, Wilfredo Blanco Dias, Chicuelo, 

[3] J O R G E L U I S M E N D E Z , 
a.k.a. Daniel, 

[4] W I L S O N ANTONIO H E R N A N D E Z 
F E R N A N D E Z , 

[5] P E L A G I O D E L R O S A R I O , 
a Jca. Miguel Rosario, Ramon Rosario, 

[6] P A U L I N A PINEDA C A S T I L L O , 
[7] JUAN G A B R I E L R O D R I G U E Z C O L O N , 

a.k.a. E l Gordo, 
[8] V I V I A N S E V E R I N O , 

a.k.a. Vivia Ceverino, 
[9] DOMINGO ANTONIO R A M I R E Z , 
[10] V I C T O R M A N U E L R I V E R A R A M I R E Z , 
[II] J U L I O D E L A C R U Z G A R C I A , 
[12] M I L E D Y S ANTONIA B E L T R E 

B E L T R E , 
[13] M I G U E L A. G U Z M A N N I E V E S , 

a.k.a. Jose Garcia, Joselito Garcia, 
[14] J O S E S E R G I O G A R C I A R A M I R E Z , 

a.k.a. Samuel Negron Caraballo, 
Sergio Ramires, Oscar Martinez, Jr . , 
Oscar Munos, Pablo Barradas, 

[15] A L M A Y E S E N I A G A R C I A R A M I R E Z , 
a,k.a. Mayra Santiago Soto, Maira 
Santiago, 

[16] V I D A L C O N T R E R A S G A L I C I A , 
a.k.a. Vidal Contreras Guvera, 

[17] A N G E L M A N U E L P E R E A S A L A Z A R , 
a.k.a. Luis Enrique Plaza Del Valle, 
Martillo, 

[18] M O I S E S L A R A C E B A L L O S , 
aJca. Angel Luis Rodriguez Hernandez, 
Serbando Lara , 

[19] E N R I Q U E R O G E L I O M E N D E Z S O L I S , 

F I R S T S U P E R S E D E I N G 
I N D I C T M E N T 

Criminal No. 11-589 (GAG) 

Violations: 

Title 18, United States Code, Section 
1028(f), (b)(1)(A) & (B) and (b)(5), 
and (c)(1) & (3) 

Title 8, United States Code, Section 
1324(a)(l)(A)(iv)&(a)(l)(A)(v)(I) 
& (a)(1)(B)® 

Title 18, United States Code, Section 
1028A(a)(l) & (c) 

Title 18, United States Code, Section 
1956(a)(2)(B)(i) 

Title 18, United States Code, Section 2 

(Fifty Counts and Forfeiture) 
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a.k.a. Emilio Luna Mata, Manuel Quero 
Mendez, Rogelio Quero Mendez, 
Roberto Marquez Prada, 

[20] O B D U L I O E D U B U R G O S 
D O M I N G U E Z , 
a.k.a. Eduardo, Edu, Omar Verdugo 
Lozana, Guatemala, Julio, 

[21] A D E L F O P E R E Z G A R C I A , 
a.k.a. Mario Angel Kuidlan Trinidad, 

[22] R O S A M A R I A C O R R A L , 
a.k.a. Rosie, Rosy, 

[23] R I G O B E R T O J . MIRANDA, JR. , 
a.k.a. Ricco Miranda, Jr. , Don Ricco, Don 
Rigo, 

[24] I S M A E L A L V A R O L O P E Z R A N G E L , 
a.k.a. Armando Trevino, Ricardo Omar 
Morales Bigas, 

[25] J E N N I F E R M A R C A N O ADORNO, 
a.k,a. Maria Cotto Diaz, 

[26] ARMANDO B E L T R E F I G U E R E O , 
a.k.a. Wilson De Leon, Wilson De Leon 
Francis, 

[27] M A N U E L R U I Z A G U I L E R A , 
a.k.a. Emmanuel Ramos Vasquez, 

[28] C E L E S T I N A M E N D E Z P E R E Z , 
[29] JUAN Q U E R O M E N D E Z , 

a.k.a. Yoshafat Arriaga Duar, Junior 
Pimentel Valle, Ramon, Luis Xavier De 
Leon Gonzalez, 

[30] D A R C I A R A M I R E Z S E G U R A , 
[31] M A R C O PENA, 

a.k.a. Cesar Pizarro, 
[32] C A R M E N AMADA B E L T R E , 

a.k.a. Carman Amada Guerrero Mejia, 
[33] W A R Q U I N B E L T R E MEDINA, 

a.k.a. Damian Martinez Aponte, 
[34] H E N R Y M A R T I N E Z C E B A L L O S , 

a.k.a. Benigno Martinez, Armando, 
Emmanuel J . Rivera Diaz, 

[35] M A N U E L N I C O L A S GUZMAN 
SANTOS, 
a.k.a. Rafael Rivera Figueroa, Juan Ortiz, 
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[36] A L O N Z O RAMOS P A B L O , 
a.k.a. Rafael Calderon Virella, 

[37] G E R A R D O R A N G E L ROJAS, 
a.k.a. Ivan Lara Rojas, 

[38] M A R T I N A M O N T E R O D E O R T I Z , 
a.k,a. Martha Ortiz, Martina Montero 
Ortiz, Martina Montero Encaranacion, 

[39] D A N I E L A P A R I C I O L A R A , 
a.k.a. Cacho, Eric Rodriguez, Ramiro Lara , 

[40] FNU L N U , 
a.k.a. Angel Huertas Santana, 

[41] ADONIS R A M I R E Z S E G U R A , 
[42] DENNIS ANTONIO J U A R E Z R E Y E S , 

aJi.a. Victor Colon Rosario, 
[43] A L E X I S B E L T R E B E L T R E , 
[44] A L B E R T O H E R N A N D E Z T O R R E S , 

. a.k.a. Orlando Guzman Garcia, Orlando 
Garcia Guzman, 

[45] A R E L I S A B R E U RAMOS 
a.k.a. Kathy, Mirna Lee Ortiz, Judy 
Nalasco, 

[46] A N G E L A. L U G O N I E V E S , 
[47] L U I S R A F A E L R O D R I G U E Z , 

a,k,a. Ralph, 
[48] J O S E ARMANDO PAVON S A L A Z A R , 
[49] M A N U E L G U A I T O T O , 

a.k.a. Deryel Camara Calderon, 
[51] R O S A M O N T E R O E N C A R N A C I O N , 

a Jca, Rosa Hernandez, Rosa Serrano, 
[52] DOMINGO P A B L O G U T I E R R E Z , 

a Jt.a. Raul Hinojosa, Paul Gonzalez, Paul 
Gonzales, Alermo Lopez Espinosa, 

[53] F N U L N U , 
a.k.a. Gabriel Arenas, Martin Muniz 
Rosado, Jeffrey Montanez Rivera, 

Defendants. 

T H E GRAND J U R Y C H A R G E S : 
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C O U N T O N E 
18 USC Sec. 1028(f) and (b)(1) 

(Conspiracy to Possess, Produce, and Transfer Identification Documents) 

1. Beginning in at least Apri l 2009, the exact date being unknown to the Grand Jury, 

and continuing through in or about January 2012, in the District of Puerto Rico and elsewhere, 

Defendants: [1] R A F A E L JOAQUIN B E L T R E B E L T R E , [2] W I L F R E D O B L A N C O 

D I A Z , [3] J O R G E L U I S M E N D E Z , [4] W I L S O N ANTONIO H E R N A N D E Z 

F E R N A N D E Z , [5] P E L A G I O D E L R O S A R I O , [6] P A U L I N A PINEDA C A S T I L L O , [7] 

J U A N G A B R I E L R O D R I G U E Z C O L O N , [8] V I V I A N S E V E R I N O , [9] DOMINGO 

ANTONIO R A M I R E Z , [10] V I C T O R M A N U E L R I V E R A R A M I R E Z , [11] J U L I O D E 

L A C R U Z G A R C I A , [12] M I L E D Y S ANTONIA B E L T R E B E L T R E , [13] M I G U E L A. 

G U Z M A N N I E V E S , [14] J O S E S E R G I O G A R C I A R A M I R E Z , [15] A L M A Y E S E N I A 

G A R C I A R A M I R E Z , [16] V I D A L C O N T R E R A S G A L I C I A , [17] A N G E L M A N U E L 

P E R E A S A L A Z A R , [18] M O I S E S L A R A C E B A L L O S , [19] E N R I Q U E R O G E L I O 

M E N D E Z S O L I S , [20] O B D U L I O E D U B U R G O S D O M I N G U E Z , [21] A D E L F O P E R E Z 

G A R C I A , [22] ROSA M A R I A C O R R A L , [23] R I G O B E R T O J . MIRANDA, JR. , [24] 

I S M A E L A L V A R O L O P E Z R A N G E L , [25] J E N N I F E R M A R C A N O ADORNO, [26] 

ARMANDO B E L T R E F I G U E R E O , [27] M A N U E L R U I Z A G U I L E R A , [28] C E L E S T I N A 

M E N D E Z P E R E Z , [29] JUAN Q U E R O M E N D E Z , [30] D A R C I A R A M I R E Z S E G U R A , 

[31] M A R C O PENA, [32] C A R M E N AMADA B E L T R E , [33] WARQUIN B E L T R E 

MEDINA, [34] H E N R Y M A R T I N E Z C E B A L L O S , [35] M A N U E L N I C O L A S G U Z M A N 

SANTOS, [36] A L O N Z O RAMOS P A B L O , [37] G E R A R D O R A N G E L ROJAS, [38] 
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M A R T I N A M O N T E R O D E O R T I Z , [39] D A N I E L A P A R I C I O L A R A , [40] F N U L N U 

(a.k.a. Angel Huertas Santana), [41] ADONIS R A M I R E Z S E G U R A , [42] DENNIS 

ANTONIO J U A R E Z R E Y E S , [43] A L E X I S B E L T R E B E L T R E , [44] A L B E R T O 

H E R N A N D E Z T O R R E S , [45] A R E L I S A B R E U RAMOS, [46] A N G E L A. L U G O 

N I E V E S , [47] L U I S R A F A E L R O D R I G U E Z , [48] J O S E ARMANDO PAVON S A L A Z A R , 

[49] M A N U E L G U A I T O T O , [51] R O S A M O N T E R O E N C A R N A C I O N , [52] DOMINGO 

P A B L O G U T I E R R E Z , [53] F N U L N U (a.k.a. Gabriel Arenas), did knowingly combine, 

conspire, confederate, and agree with each other, and with persons known and unknown to the 

Grand Jury, to commit the following offenses: 

a. produce without lawful authority an identification document (namely, a Social 

Security card, birth certificate, and/or driver's license) and false identification document 

(namely, a birth certificate and/or driver's license), in violation of Title 18, United States Code. 

Section 1028(a)(1) and (b)(1)(A); 

b. knowingly possess with intent to transfer unlawfully five or more identification 

documents not issued lawfully to the defendant, or false identification documents, in violation o f 

Title 18, United States Code. Section 1028(a)(3) and (b)(1)(B); and 

c. knowingly transfer, possess, and use, without lawful authority, a means of 

identification of another person with intent to commit, and to aid and abet, and in connection 

with, unlawful activity that constitutes a violation of federal law, including fraud relating to 

Social Security cards and numbers (Title 42, United States Code, Section 408) and false 
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personation of a U.S. citizen (Title 18, United States Code. Section 911), in violation of Title 18, 

United States Code. Section 1028(a)(7) and (b)(1)(A) & (B). 

Trafficked Puerto Rican Identities and Identity Documents 

2. The Defendants unlawfully possessed and transferred the following: 

a. Puerto Rican Identities: The Defendants sold personal identifying information 

(such as the name, date of birth, and Social Security number ("SSN")) pertaining to real Puerto 

Rican U.S. citizens. 

b. Unlawful Document Sets: The Defendants sold government-issued identity 

documents, including Government of Puerto Rico-issued birth certificates and corresponding 

U.S. Social Security cards (both pertaining to the same Puerto Rican person), These two identity 

documents (for the same Puerto Rican person), as a set, w i l l be referred to herein as "Unlawful 

Document Sets," 

c. Unlawful Documents: The Defendants also sold identity documents individually 

(i.e.. not in a matching set). When sold in this manner, such documents w i l l be referred to herein 

as "Unlawful Documents," Examples of such documents include fraudulent driver's licenses 

and Puerto Rico voter registration cards. 

Roles in the Operation 

3. A t all times relevant to this Indictment, the Defendants discussed below held one 

or more of the following primary roles in furtherance of the conspiracy: 

a, Savarona Supplier: The Defendants referred to below as "Savarona Suppliers" 

were located in and around the Savarona area of Caguas, Puerto Rico, and unlawfully acquired 
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and supplied identification documents and identifying information to others located in Puerto 

Rico and elsewhere. 

b. Identity Broker: The Defendants referred to below as "Identity Brokers" 

unlawfully acquired and distributed identification documents to customers. 

c. Money Runner: The Defendants referred to below as "Money Runners" retrieved 

cash payments for unlawful identity documents via money transmitters such as Western Union. 

d. Mail Runner: The Defendants referred to below as "Mai l Runners" accepted or 

sent parcels containing unlawful identity documents through the U.S. Mail . 

e. Look-out: The Defendant referred to below as a "Look-out" notified co­

conspirators of law enforcement operations and the suspected monitoring of their illicit activities. 

f. D M V Runner: The Defendant referred to below as a " D M V Runner" assisted 

customers of Identity Brokers in fraudulently obtaining legitimate identification documents from 

a State bureau of motor vehicles, using Puerto Rican identities that the customer had obtained 

f rom the Identity Broker. 

The Defendants' Trafficking Operation 

4. The conspirators trafficked Puerto Rican identities, Unlawful Document Sets, and 

Unlawful Documents to undocumented aliens and others residing within the United States. 

a. The Savarona Suppliers obtained Unlawful Document Sets as well as 

fraudulently-manufactured State driver's licenses, Puerto Rico voter registration cards, and other 

identity- and identification-related documents. The Identity Brokers in the various cities/states 

solicited customers (generally undocumented aliens), The Identity Brokers quoted a price— 
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about $700 to $2500 for an Unlawful Document Set (and more for a driver's license or voter 

card)—and required payment of about $400 to $1300 up front. The Identity Brokers then placed 

an order for the identity documents (on behalf of the customers) with the Savarona Suppliers by 

making coded telephone calls to the suppliers and asking for "shirts'V'uniforms"/ 

"clothes'V'skirts" (for women)/"pants" (for men)—which refer to the identity documents—in a 

certain "size" (which referred to the age of the identity sought by the customer). The 

conspirators frequently confirmed sender names/addresses, money transfer control numbers 

("MTCNs") (a unique number identifying a particular wire transfer), and trafficked identities via 

text messaging. 

b. The Savarona Suppliers generally requested that the Identity Brokers send the 

customer's initial payment—through a money transfer service such as Western Union or 

MoneyGram—to a person whose name would be provided to the Identity Broker by the 

Savarona Supplier. Once the Identity Broker remitted the money through wire transfer (on 

behalf of a customer), he or she generally contacted the Savarona Supplier and provided him or 

her with the MTCN. The Savarona Supplier retrieved the payment from the money transfer • 

service and then sent the identity documents to the Identity Broker using U.S. Express, Priority, 

or regular mail. Various Money and Mail Runners sent or received money and mail parcels, 

c. The Savarona Supplier generally requested that the Identity Broker contact him or 

her once the Identity Broker received the identity documents in the mail. In certain instances, 

while the parcel was in transit, the Savarona Supplier would call a U.S. Postal Service ("USPS") 

phone number in order to track the delivery status of the U.S. Mail parcel, 
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d, In certain instances, the Savarona Suppliers traded with or bought/sold documents 

from/to each other in order to fill a document order, The conspirators were very aware that the 

customers wanted document orders to be filled quickly and, thus, often used Express or Priority 

Mail . 

e, Once the Identity Broker received the identity documents, he or she delivered the 

documents to the customer and obtained a second payment. The Identity Broker generally kept 

this second payment for him or herself as profit. 

f, Some Identity Brokers assumed a Puerto Rican identity themselves, and used that 

real person's identity in connection with this identity and document trafficking operation. 

g, The customers generally obtained these identity documents in order to pretend to 

be a Puerto Rican U.S. citizen and used the identity documents to obtain additional identification 

documents (such as legitimate State driver's licenses, with the assistance of D M V Runners) and 

to obtain employment. Some customers obtained the documents to commit financial fraud and 

attempted to obtain a U . S. passport. 

5. The Defendants: The following is a list of the Defendants and certain 

conspirators, their respective primary roles (although the Defendants also engaged in other roles 

at times), and the locations in which they operated: 
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Location Conspiracy Member Primary Role 
Caguas, PR • RAFAEL JOAQUIN BELTRE BELTRE ("JOAQUIN 

BELTRE") 

• WILFREDO BLANCO D I A Z ("WILFREDO") 

• JORGE LUIS MENDEZ ("DANIEL MENDEZ") 
• WILSON ANTONIO HERNANDEZ FERNANDEZ 

("WILSON") 
• PELAGIO DEL ROSARIO ("PELAGIO") 
• PAULINA PINEDA CASTILLO ("PINEDA") 

• JUAN GABRIEL RODRIGUEZ COLON ("JUAN 
GABRIEL") 

• V I V I A N SEVERINO ("SEVERINO") 

• DOMINGO ANTONIO RAMIREZ ("DOMINGO") 
• VICTOR M A N U E L RIVERA RAMIREZ ("VICTOR 

RIVERA") 

• JULIO DE L A CRUZ GARCIA ("DE L A CRUZ") 

• MILEDYS ANTONIA BELTRE BELTRE ("MILEDYS 
BELTRE") 

• MIGUEL A. G U Z M A N NIEVES ("MIGUEL GUZMAN") 

• Savarona Supplier 

• Savarona Supplier 

• Savarona Supplier 
• Savarona Supplier . 

• Savarona Supplier 

• Savarona Supplier 

• Money Runner/ Mail 
Runner 

• Money Runner 
• Money Runner 
• Money Runner 

• Money Runner 
• Money Runner/ 

Look-Out 
• Mail Runner 

Rockford, I L • JOSE SERGIO GARCIA RAMIREZ ("SERGIO GARCIA") 

• A L M A YESENIA GARCIA RAMIREZ ( " A L M A GARCIA") 
• Identity Broker 
• Money Runner/ Mail 

Runner 
Indianapolis, 
I N 

• V I D A L CONTRERAS GALICIA ("CONTRERAS") • Identity Broker 

DeKalb, I L • ANGEL M A N U E L PEREA SALAZAR ("PEREA") • Identity Broker 
Columbus/ 
Seymour, I N 

• MOISES LARA CEBALLOS ("MOISES LARA") 
• ENRIQUE ROGELIO MENDEZ SOLIS ("EMILIO LUNA") 
• OBDULIO EDU BURGOS DOMINGUEZ ("EDUARDO 

LNU") 

• ADELFO PEREZ GARCIA ("TRINIDAD") 

• ROSA MARIA CORRAL ("CORRAL") 
• RIGOBERTO J. M I R A N D A JR. ("DON RICCO") 

• Identity Broker 
• Identity Broker 

• Identity Broker/ 
Money Runner 

• Identity Broker 
• Identity Broker 
• D M V Runner 

Aurora, I L • ISMAEL ALVARO LOPEZ RANGEL ("TREVINO") • Identity Broker 
Hartford, CT • JENNIFER MARCANO ADORNO ("JENNIFER 

MARCANO") 

• ARMANDO BELTRE FIGUEREO ("BELTRE FIGUEREO") 

• Identity Broker 

• Money Runner/ Mail 
Runner 

Clewiston, FL • M A N U E L RUIZ AGUILERA ("MANUEL RUIZ") 
• CELESTINA MENDEZ PEREZ ("CELESTINA MENDEZ") 

• Identity Broker 

• Identity Broker 
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Lilburn/ 
Norcross, GA 

• JUAN QUERO MENDEZ ("JUAN QUERO") • Identity Broker 

Salisbury, M D • DARCIA RAMIREZ SEGURA ("DARCIA") • Identity Broker 
Columbus, OH • ADONIS RAMIREZ SEGURA ("ADONIS") 

• DENNIS ANTONIO JUAREZ REYES ("VICTOR COLON") 
• Identity Broker 
• Identity Broker 

Fairfield, OH • ALEXIS BELTRE BELTRE ("ALEXIS BELTRE") • Identity Broker 
Dorchester, 
M A 

• MARCO PENA ("CESAR PIZARRO") • Identity Broker 

Lawrence, M A • CARMEN A M A D A BELTRE ("CARMEN BELTRE") 

• WARQUIN BELTRE MEDINA ("WARQUIN BELTRE") 
• Identity Broker 
• Mai l Runner 

Salem, M A • HENRY MARTINEZ CEBALLOS ("BENIGNO 
MARTINEZ") 

• Identity Broker 

Worcester, M A • M A N U E L NICOLAS GUZMAN SANTOS ("RAFAEL 
RIVERA") 

• Identity Broker 

Grand Rapids, 
M I 

• ALONZO RAMOS PABLO ("ALONZO RAMOS") • Identity Broker 

Nebraska City, 
NE 

• GERARDO RANGEL ROJAS ("ROJAS") • Identity Broker 

Elizabeth, NJ • M A R T I N A MONTERO DE ORTIZ ("MARTINA 
MONTERO") 

• ROSA MONTERO ENCARNACION ("ROSA MONTERO") 

• Identity Broker 

• Identity Broker 
Burlington, NC • DANIEL APARICIO LARA ("APARICIO LARA") • Identity Broker 
Hickory, NC • FNU L N U (a.k.a. Angel Huertas Santana) ("ANGEL 

HUERTAS") 
• Identity Broker 

Hazleton, PA • ALBERTO HERNANDEZ TORRES ("ORLANDO") • Identity Broker 
Philadelphia, 
PA 

• ARELIS ABREU RAMOS ("ARELIS ABREU") 
• ANGEL A. LUGO NIEVES ("ANGEL LUGO") 
• LUIS RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ ("LUIS RODRIGUEZ") 

• Identity Broker 
• Identity Broker 
• Money Runner 

Houston, TX • JOSE ARMANDO PAVON SALAZAR ("JOSE PAVON") 
• M A N U E L GUAITOTO ("DERYEL CAMARA") 

• Identity Broker 

• Identity Broker 
Abingdon, V A • ZENON SERRANO ("JUAN REYES") • Identity Broker 
Albertville, A L • DOMINGO PABLO GUTIERREZ ("GUTIERREZ") • Identity Broker 
Providence, RI • FNU L N U (a.k.a. Gabriel Arenas) ("GABRIEL ARENAS") « Identity Broker 
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6. Cooperating Witnesses: A t times relevant to this Indictment, there were six 

cooperating witnesses (hereinafter "CW-1," "CW-2," "CW-3," "CW-4," "CW-5," and "CW-6") 

who primarily purported to be identity document customers of one or more of the Defendants. 

7. Undercover Agents: At times relevant to this Indictment, there were four 

undercover law enforcement agents (hereinafter "UCA-1," "UCA-2," "UCA-3," and "UCA-4") 

who purported to be either Identity Brokers with customers requiring identity documents, or 

customers themselves. 

Objects of the Conspiracy 

8. The objects of the conspiracy included the following: 

a. Obtaining money and enriching the members and associates of the conspiracy 

through the trafficking of Puerto Rican identities, Unlawful Document Sets, and Unlawful 

Documents; 

b. Obtaining personal identifying information and identity documents of real people 

and selling them for profit as Unlawful Document Sets and Unlawful Documents to individuals 

residing in the United States; 

c. Concealing and disguising proceeds of the conspiracy's unlawful activities; and 

d. Strengthening and expanding the relationships of the members and associates of 

the conspiracy by, among other things, maintaining and enlarging a market in the continental 

United States for Puerto Rican identities, Unlawful Document Sets, and Unlawful Documents. 
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Manner and Means of the Conspiracy 

9. In furtherance of the conspiracy, the Defendants and others unknown to the Grand 

Jury: 

a, Trafficked Puerto Rican identities, Unlawful Document Sets, and Unlawful 

Documents from Puerto Rico to various cities in the continental United States; 

b, Obtained personal identifying information of real people, including names, dates 

of birth, and SSNs; 

c, Purchased personal identifying information of real people, including names, dates 

of birth, and SSNs; 

d, Acquired Unlawful Document Sets and Unlawful Documents of real people, and 

transferred, and/or sold such Unlawful Document Sets and Unlawful Documents to co­

conspirators and others; 

e, Used telephone conversations and text messaging to traffic Puerto Rican 

identities, Unlawful Document Sets, and Unlawful Documents; 

f, Provided identifying information and photos of customers via U.S. Mail , 

telephones, and in-person; 

g, Mailed parcels to or from Puerto Rico that contained Unlawful Document Sets 

and Unlawful Documents; 

h, Used fictitious sender names, sender addresses, or recipient names on mail 

parcels; 
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i . Contacted the U.S. Postal Service to ascertain the delivery status of U.S. Mail 

parcels (that contained Unlawful Document Sets and Unlawful Documents); 

j . Assumed Puerto Rican identities and used Unlawful Document Sets or Unlawful 

Documents themselves; 

k. Exchanged old, worn, invalidated, or ineffective Unlawful Document Sets and/or 

Unlawful Documents for newer or different Unlawful Document Sets and/or Unlawful 

Documents; 

1. Checked the criminal histories of the Puerto Rican identities being trafficked; 

fn. Provided notice to co-conspirators of law enforcement operations and the 

suspected monitoring of their illicit activities; 

n. Assisted customers in obtaining and attempting to obtain State driver's licenses 

and identification cards as well as U.S. passports using the Puerto Rican identities, Unlawful 

Document Sets, and Unlawful Documents; and 

o, Funneled proceeds through a variety of methods, including Western Union wire 

transfers, to various individuals within and outside of the United States. 

10. In furtherance of the conspiracy, the Defendants engaged in the activities set forth 

in paragraph 9 above in and around the following locations: Puerto Rico, Illinois, Indiana, 

Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Missouri, Nebraska, New 

Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Texas, Virginia, Alabama, and Rhode Island. 
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Specific Examples of the Manner and Means of the Conspiracy 

11. At all times relevant to this Indictment, all telephone calls, text messages and 

conversations were primarily in the Spanish language. 

12. In furtherance of the conspiracy, the Defendants engaged in one or more o f the 

activities set forth in paragraph 9 above while in or around one of the locations identified in 

paragraph 10 above. Paragraphs 13 through 41 below further describe some of these activities 

and where they occurred, 

Document Trafficking Involving Caguas, Puerto Rico and Rockford, Illinois 

13. In furtherance of the conspiracy, in Caguas, Puerto Rico and Rockford, Illinois, 

defendants SERGIO GARCIA, JOAQUIN BELTRE, WILSON, SEVERINO, VICTOR 

RIVERA, DOMINGO, MILEDYS BELTRE (the sister of JOAQUIN BELTRE), and A L M A 

GARCIA (the sister of SERGIO GARCIA) engaged in one or more of the activities set forth in 

paragraph 9 above, including the following: 

a. Sale of Five Unlawful Document Sets (August 2010): 

i . August 11. 2010: On or about August 11, 2010, defendant SERGIO 

GARCIA met with UCA-1 in Rockford, Illinois to sell five Unlawful Document Sets to UCA-1. 

During the meeting, defendant SERGIO GARCIA accepted $2,500 from UCA-1 as a down 

payment for the five Unlawful Document Sets. On or about August 11, 2010, defendant A L M A 

GARCIA, using her alias "Mayra Santiago," wired $1,875 to "RAFAEL BELTRE" in Caguas, 

Puerto Rico to initiate the mailing of those Unlawful Document Sets from Puerto Rico to Illinois. 
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i i . August 17. 2010: On or about August 17, 2010, defendant A L M A 

GARCIA received a U.S. Mail parcel (EG 202255057 US) that was mailed from "Rafael Bellre" 

in Caguas, Puerto Rico to defendant A L M A GARCIA's alias, "Maira Santiago," in Crystal Lake, 

Illinois. Defendant A L M A GARCIA signed in her alias, "Mayra Santiago," when accepting this 

U.S. Mai l parcel, thus seeking to conceal her true identity, 

i i i . August 20. 2010: On or about August 20,2010, SERGIO GARCIA met 

with UCA-1 at A L M A GARCIA's apartment located in Crystal Lake, Illinois, at which time 

defendant SERGIO GARCIA provided UCA-1 with a U.S. Mail envelope that contained five 

Unlawful Document Sets. Defendant SERGIO GARCIA accepted $2,700 from UCA-1 as the 

balance payment due for the five Unlawful Document Sets. 

b. Sale of Twenty Unlawful Document Sets (August to September 2010): On or 

about August 25, 2010, defendant SERGIO GARCIA agreed to sell twenty Unlawful Document 

Sets to UCA-1. On or about August 25,2010, SERGIO GARCIA arranged for the payment for 

these Unlawful Document Sets to Puerto Rico: (i) at a Western Union money transfer location in 

Rockford, Illinois, defendant SERGIO GARCIA directed UCA-1 to wire $1,500 to defendant 

DOMINGO ANTONIO RAMIREZ in Puerto Rico as partial payment for the documents; (ii) 

defendant SERGIO GARCIA, using his alias "Samuel Caraballo," wired $2,000 from a Western 

Union location in Illinois to defendant WILSON HERNANDEZ in Caguas as partial payment; 

(iii) defendant A L M A GARCIA, using her alias "Mayra Santiago," also wired $2,000 from a 

Western Union location in Illinois to "Nelson DeLeon Figueroa" in Caguas as partial payment; 

and (iv) defendant SERGIO GARCIA told UCA-1 in substance and in part that SERGIO 
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GARCIA would have an additional $2,500 wired from Crystal Lake, Illinois to Puerto Rico, 

SERGIO GARCIA caused conspirators in Caguas, Puerto Rico to mail the twenty Unlawful 

Document Sets to him in Illinois, On or about September 17, 2010, defendant SERGIO 

GARCIA provided twenty Unlawful Document Sets to UCA-1 . During this meeting, defendant 

SERGIO GARCIA accepted a $10,000 cash payment from UCA-1 as the balance due for the 

twenty Unlawful Document Sets, 

c, Sale of Three Unlawful Document Sets (September to October 2010): On or 

about September 17, 2010, defendant SERGIO GARCIA agreed to sell three Unlawful 

Document Sets to UCA-1 which would be mailed to Indiana, On or about October 7, 2010, 

defendant SERGIO GARCIA, using his alias "Samuel Caraballo," wired $1,125 via Western 

Union to defendant V I V I A N SEVERINO in Caguas as partial payment for the three Unlawful 

Document Sets. On or about October 13, 2010, defendant SERGIO GARCIA accepted $4,000 in 

cash from UCA-1 as payment for the documents, 

d. Sale of Unlawful Document Set Purportedly with No Criminal History (October  
to December 2010): 

i . October 15. 2010 and November 11. 2010: On or about October 15, 2010 

and on or about November 11,2010, defendant SERGIO GARCIA represented to UCA-1 that he 

could obtain for UCA-1 identity documents of individuals that did not have criminal histories, 

i i . November 18. 2010: On or about November 18,2010, defendant 

SERGIO GARCIA accepted $3,500 from UCA-1 as a down payment for one Unlawful 

Document Set containing documents from an individual that had no criminal history. Defendant 
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SERGIO GARCIA also agreed to contact his associates in Puerto Rico to see i f UCA-1 could 

return an older/discolored Unlawful Document that defendant SERGIO GARCIA had previously 

sold to UCA-1 for a newer Unlawful Document. 

i i i . November 22,2010: On or about November 22, 2010, defendant 

SERGIO GARCIA, using his alias, "Samuel Caraballo," wired $1,125 via Western Union from 

Rockford, Illinois to defendant V I V I A N SEVERINO in Caguas, Puerto Rico. On or about 

November 23, 2010, co-conspirators caused a U.S. Mai l parcel (EG 059515743 US) which 

contained two Unlawful Document Sets to be mailed from Caguas, Puerto Rico to " A . C " , 

defendant SERGIO GARCIA's purported common-law wife, in Rockford, Illinois. On or about 

November 26, 2010, "A.C," signed for this U.S. Mail parcel. 

iv. December 7. 2010: On or about December 7, 2010, defendant SERGIO 

GARCIA provided to UCA-1 identity documents that he represented pertained to an individual 

that had no criminal history. 

e. Exchange of Unlawful Document (December 2010 to January 2011) 

i , December 7.2010: On or about December 7, 2010, defendant SERGIO 

GARCIA also provided to UCA-1 an Unlawful Document to replace the older/discolored 

Unlawful Document that defendant SERGIO GARCIA had sold to UCA-1 on or about 

September 17, 2010, as part of the twenty Unlawful Document Sets, 

i i , December 10. 2010: On or about December 10, 2010, defendant SERGIO 

GARCIA, using his alias "Samuel N, Caraballo," wired $775 from a Western Union location in 

Illinois to "Rafael Beltre" in Caguas, 
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i i i . December 23. 2010: On or about December 23, 2010, defendant SERGIO 

GARCIA sent a text message to UCA-1's telephone, providing the name of the person to whom 

UCA-1 should return the Unlawful Document Set, namely, an individual with the'initials "J.C." 

On or about January 6,2011, defendant SERGIO GARCIA accepted a U.S, Mai l parcel mailed 

by UCA-1 and addressed to "J.C," which contained one Social Security card (in the name of an 

individual with the initials "N.G."). On the same day, defendant SERGIO GARCIA sent a text 

message to UCA-1 's telephone, confirming that the U.S. Mail parcel had arrived but that the 

corresponding birth certificate was not contained in the parcel, 

iv. January 13.2011: On or about January 13,2011, defendant SERGIO 

GARCIA accepted a U.S. Mail parcel (ER 4992274619 US) addressed to "J.C," containing a 

Puerto Rico birth certificate (in the same name as the individual referenced in paragraph 13-e-iii 

with an additional surname, "N.G.C") that UCA-1 had mailed to "J.C." On or about January 13, 

2011, defendant A L M A GARCIA spoke with UCA-1 over the telephone about the birth 

certificate that UCA-1 had returned to defendant SERGIO GARCIA, 

f. Introduction to JOAQUIN BELTRE for $10.000 (March 10. 2011): 

i . On or about March 10, 2011, defendant SERGIO GARCIA introduced via 

telephone CW-1 located in Illinois to his document supplier in Puerto Rico, JOAQUIN 

BELTRE, for a fee of $10,000, Defendant SERGIO GARCIA instructed CW-1 on how to place 

document orders and stated that JOAQUIN BELTRE would sell identity documents to CW-1 for 

approximately $400 per Unlawful Document Set. SERGIO GARCIA assured CW-1 that 

JOAQUIN BELTRE would exchange identity documents that CW-1 purchased i f CW-1 had any 
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problems with them. SERGIO GARCIA explained that once he/she ordered documents from 

JOAQUIN BELTRE, he/she must send payment by wire transfer and then inform JOAQUIN 

BELTRE of the MTCN. 

i i . During CW-1 's conversation with JOAQUIN BELTRE, JOAQUIN 

BELTRE instructed him/her on how to order documents, namely to use coded words such as 

"skirts" to refer to identity documents for women and "pants" to refer to identity documents for 

men. In the same telephone conversation, JOAQUIN BELTRE took an order from CW-1 for 

four Unlawful Document Sets. JOAQUIN BELTRE told CW-1 that he would text him/her the 

name of the person to whom CW-1 should send payment via wire transfer. JOAQUIN BELTRE 

subsequently sent a text message to CW-1 which read, "Vivian Severino". 

i i i . SERGIO GARCIA, CW-1, and CW-2 drove together to a Western Union 

location in Rockford, Illinois, to wire payment to V I V I A N SEVERINO per JOAQUIN 

BELTRE's instructions.. SERGIO GARCIA filled out the Western Union form for the CWs and 

CWs wired $1,600 to defendant V I V I A N SEVERINO in Puerto Rico. JOAQUIN BELTRE 

received the M T C N of the wire transfer payment for the identity documents over the telephone 

and SEVERINO retrieved the wire transfer money, $1,600 in cash, in Puerto Rico. 

iv. SERGIO GARCIA accepted $ 10,000 in cash from CWs which he had 

demanded as payment for the introduction to his supplier, JOAQUIN BELTRE, 

v. March 11 and 12. 2011: On or about March 11,2011, defendant 

JOAQUIN BELTRE informed CW-1 that he had received the above-referenced payment from 

CW-1 for the identity documents and obtained from CW-1 an address to which he would mail 




